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What teachers (and scorers of state tests) value: 
 

 Clarity  Real characters  Voice 
→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→  

 

 Order 
 

 Fresh language 

 

 Surprise twists 
 

 Humor, suspense 

 

 Fluency 
 

Correctness 



→
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Key words: 
 

  Clear, Focused 
 

  Theme 
 

→ →   Selected Details 

 Developed 
 

 Experience 
 

 Insight 

  Wholeness 
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Key words: 
 

  Inviting Introduction 
 

  Logical Sequencing 
 

  Smooth Transitions 

  Good pacing 
 

  High point 
 

  Resolution 
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Key words (voice = soul of the writer): 
 

  Person behind words 
 

  reader  writer 
 

→ →   Involvement  

 Awareness of audience 
 

 Individualistic  
 

 Expressive 
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Key words: 
 

  Strong vocabulary
 

  Natural 
 

  Making a choice 

  Energetic verbs 
 

  Specific nouns 
 

  Effective words & phrases 

  Minimal slang,  
      clichés,  
      repetition 
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Key words: 
 

  Rhythmic patterns 
 

  Natural 
 

  Easy-on-the-ear flow 

  Easy to read aloud 
 

  Poetic, Musical 
 

  Variety (of lengths)

  Fragments effective 
 

  Variety of sentence  
   structures (i.e.  
   simple, compound) 



→ → → → 
 
 

  Spelling 
 

→ → →  →   Grammar & usage 

  Punctuation 
 

  Capitalization 

  Paragraphing 
 

Correctness  
      (of usage) 

 Readability to wide a
 

 Minimal copy-editing
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  Control 


