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All plants and animals need food, but they get it in 
different ways. 

 
To start with, most plants are producers.  They use 

water and sunlight to make their own food.  Producers 
are on the bottom of the food chain.  Without 
producers, animals couldn’t live. 
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In addition, there are consumers that eat plants or 

animals.  Herbivores, such as grasshoppers, eat only 
plants.  Carnivores, on the other hand, eat only animals.  
Some animals, called omnivores, eat both plants and 
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animals.   
 
Also, there is a special type of consumer called the 

decomposer.  Decomposers eat dead things.  They break 
down the dead material so useful nutrients can go back 
into the soil.  Examples of decomposers include bacteria, 
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mushrooms, yeasts, and molds. 
 
As you can see, all living things on Earth are either a 

producer or a consumer. 
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