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Adaptations are the behavior or physical 
characteristics of an animal that help it to survive. 

 
To start with, animals adapt to the climate of their 

environment.  For example, some animals migrate from 
one place to another so they can stay warm and find 
food.  Other animals hibernate during the winter so they 
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can stay warm.  Also, some animals insulate their bodies 
from the cold by gaining layers of fat from eating lots of 
food. 

 
In addition, animals have adaptations that help them 

to catch prey.  For example, the jaguar has excellent 
eyesight and sense of smell that helps it to find its prey.  
The bat uses echolocation to find its prey.  Some snakes 
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and frogs are able to poison their prey. 
 
Also, animals have adaptations that help them stay 

safe from predators.  Some animals, such as the 
chameleon, use camouflage that helps them hide.  Other 
animals act like copycats of more dangerous animals to 
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scare the predators.  Additionally, there are animals that 
try to trick their predators by playing dead. 

 
As you can see, animals have adaptations that help 

them live in their environment, catch prey, and stay safe 
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